
The entire process is federally funded.  Referrals
typically come from Crown or Defence Counsel
who are knowledgeable and supportive of the
process.

Collaborative
Sentencing

A Safe and
Supported Journey

Your participation in the process is private,
confidential and protected. Information shared is
handled with care and used only for the purpose
of sentencing recommendations.

From Legal
Challenges to

Human Connection

Community Justice Initiatives (CJI) is a non-
profit organization specializing in restorative

justice. With over 40 years of experience,
CJI is a leader in conflict resolution and

peacemaking. Our work focuses on
reconciliation, accountability, and healing for

individuals and communities impacted by
harm. We provide professionally facilitated
processes that prioritize safety, meaningful

dialogue, and restorative outcomes.

Your Voice in the Legal Process

A healing-centered process
focused on safety,

accountability, wellness,
and meaningful outcomes

for all involved.

Confidential

Professionally Supported

Participation is intended to highlight your voice
and choice in the legal process and is entirely
voluntary. You can choose to step away from the
process at any time.

Voluntary

About Community Justice
Initiatives (CJI)

www.cjibc.org
604.534.5515
1.888.514.6736
mail@cjibc.org



How Collaborative
Sentencing Differs from
Traditional Sentencing

Collaborative Sentencing offers a way for you to
actively participate in shaping the outcome of your
case rather than feeling like a bystander in the
legal process. It allows your voice, needs, and
experiences to be considered in sentencing
recommendations.

Traditional Sentencing follows a
structured legal process where a judge
determines consequences based primarily
on legal guidelines, past cases, and
arguments presented by the prosecution
and defence. The voices of those harmed
are often limited to victim impact
statements, and sentencing outcomes
tend to focus on punishment rather than
repair.

What is Collaborative
Sentencing?

How Can This Process Help You?

Collaborative Sentencing is a restorative justice
program that allows those who have been
harmed and those who have caused harm to
participate in shaping a sentencing
recommendation. This process works alongside
both Crown and Defence Counsel to present
restorative-based recommendations to the judge.

Provides an opportunity to share your story
and have your experience acknowledged.

Offers a chance to ask questions and seek
understanding about the harm caused.

Helps ensure that sentencing considers your
needs for participation, meaningful amends
and healing.

Encourages accountability and meaningful
steps toward repair.

Why Consider 
Collaborative Sentencing 

Collaborative Sentencing creates space
for those harmed to share their
experiences directly and help shape a
sentencing outcome that addresses their
needs. Instead of a strictly punitive
approach, the process encourages
accountability, healing, and rehabilitation
based on wellness needs for all involved.

Share your experience and how the harm has
affected you.
Provide input on what accountability, safety, and
repair would look like for you.
Ask questions and receive answers about what
happened.
Participate in a structured, facilitated dialogue (if
desired and appropriate) with those who caused
harm.
Contribute to a sentencing recommendation that
reflects your needs.

Feel heard and acknowledged in a meaningful
way.
Influence sentencing recommendations to better
reflect what justice looks like for you.
Have an active role in shaping a constructive,
reparative outcome.
Engage in a process that prioritizes meaningful
amends, accountability and a greater sense of
safety and well-being.

Ways You Can Participate

Benefits of Participating


